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About the University for Peace
The University for Peace was established in 1980, under United Nations Resolution 35/55, which called for a 
treaty organization to "support the central peace and security objectives of the United Nations through a world-
wide movement of education for peace." A high priority of UPEACE is to develop innovative post-graduate 
programmes and training activities and educational materials on peace-related issues, research and analyses, and 
to disseminate these through a network of partnerships with universities throughout the world.

About the Doctor Honoris Causa Degree Ceremony
On 24 April 2017, Dr. Takeju Ogata, President of the Nippon Foundation, was awarded a Doctor Honoris Causa 
degree by the University for Peace for his contribution to the ideals of peace, tolerance and human progress.
With this honour, Dr. Ogata joins a prestigious group of past recipients of the Doctor Honoris Causa degree, 
including former Costa Rican President and founder of the University for Peace, Rodrigo Carazo Odio; former 
Costa Rican President Laura Chinchilla Miranda; Executive Director and founder of Femmes Africa Solidarité, 
Binta Diop; and former judge of the International Court of Justice, Thomas Buergenthal.
The ceremony took place on the main campus of the University for Peace in San Jose, Costa Rica, and included a 
short reflection by Dr. Ogata on the importance of peace in today's world.
You can read a full transcript of Dr. Ogata's intervention here: http://bit.ly/2A0kQ8T.

About The Nippon Foundation 
The Nippon Foundation was established in 1962 as a non-profit philanthropic organization, active in Japan and 
around the world. Initially its efforts focused largely on the maritime and shipping fields, but since then the range 
of our activities has expanded to education, social welfare, public health, and other fields—carried out in more 
than 100 countries to date.
Together with its more than 20 partner organizations in Japan and worldwide, TNF is funding and assisting 
communityled efforts aimed at realizing a more peaceful and prosperous global society.

About the Asian Peacebuilders' Scholarship Programme
The Asian Peacebuilders' Scholarship Programme (APS), funded by The Nippon Foundation and jointly executed 
by the University for Peace and the Ateneo de Manila University in the Philippines, has graduated approximately 
300 students from South-East Asia. These graduates are now peacebuilding experts who have taken up leadership 
positions in organizations around the world.



8 Dr. Takeju Ogata during the Doctor Honoris Causa Ceremony



9Inauguration of the Doctor Honoris Causa Degree ceremony at UPEACE Headquarters in Costa Rica
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Laudatio to Dr. Takeju Ogata
San Jose, Costa Rica

24 May 2017
Dean Juan Carlos Sainz-Borgo

A Doctoral Degree represents the highest recognition that any academic institution can confer upon any professionals.

Since joining The Nippon Foundation, Dr. Takeju Ogata has worked arduously on improving relations between Japan 
and China by promoting mutual understanding and peace in Asia, growing within The Nippon Foundation to become its 
Executive Director in 1997 and its President in 2005. One of the most important contributions to peace in the Asian Region 
has been Dr. Ogata's vision and leadership in the form of the Asian Peacebuilders' Scholarship Programme (APS), which 
celebrates its 10th Anniversary later this year, thanks to the support of The Nippon Foundation.

The APS Programme has been, since its creation, an innovative idea to join a group of Japanese and other Asian 
professionals and scholars, first in the Philippines and later in Costa Rica, in an academic programme designed to promote 
knowledge,Irenology and a better understanding of different views the world and the role of Asia within it.

Ten years later, the existence of almost 300 Alumni working around the world - within the United Nations, international 
organizations, governments, universities, and NGO - spreading the promotion of peace and understanding of societies 
aroundthe world is, alone, a great contribution to world peace.

During a time when many are working to build walls and break bridges, the University for Peace recognizes a human being 
committed to the promotion of peace and a better understanding of global society, Dr. Takeju Ogata.



11Dr. Takeju Ogata, Dean Juan Carlos Sainz-Borgo, and Rector Francisco Rojas Aravena



12 Dr. Francisco Rojas Aravena, UPEACE Rector and Dr. Juan Carlos Sainz-Borgo, UPEACE Dean, confer the Doctor Honoris Causa degree upon Dr. Takeju Ogata



13Dr. Takeju Ogata shows off his Doctor Honoris Causa Degree



14 Dr. Francisco Rojas Aravena, UPEACE Rector and Dr. Juan Carlos Sainz-Borgo, UPEACE Dean, place the Doctor Honoris Causa medal upon Dr. Takeju Ogata



15Dr. Francisco Rojas Aravena, UPEACE Rector and Dr. Juan Carlos Sainz-Borgo, UPEACE Dean, congratulate Dr. Takeju Ogata
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In his introduction of Dr. Ogata, Rector Rojas affirmed the following:

"The work, vision and leadership of Dr. Takeju Ogata, President of The Nippon Foundation, 
makes it possible for the work of the Foundation to save lives and enrich the opportunities 
for progress and a better life for vulnerable sectors of society, as well as allowing for the 
generation of ideas and proposals for peace in an interdependent world."



17Dr. Takeju Ogata reflects on peace and conflict after receiving the Doctor Honoris Causa Degree from the University for Peace
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In his speech, Dr. Takeju Ogata stated the following:

“The first chairman of the Nippon Foundation, Mr. Ryoichi Sasakawa, for 
whom I have the utmost respect, once said: ‘work for good – do not work only 
for your own benefit. Those who have the financial assets must use them for 
good; those who have the knowledge must share it for good; and those who are 
able to physically help others must do so for good. Even if you do not have any 
of these things, you must at least have a mindset to help others.’ Our strength 
may be small as a single unit, but when we come together, this bigger unit can 
make a difference in the world.”



19Dr. Takeju Ogata reflects on peace and conflict after receiving the Doctor Honoris Causa Degree from the University for Peace



20 Dr. Takeju Ogata and the Resident Faculty Members of the University for Peace



21Dr. Takeju Ogata and UPEACE Rector Francisco Rojas Aravena



22 Dr. Takeju Ogata poses with UPEACE Resident Faculty Members and the beneficiaries of the APS Programme for the 2016-2017 Academic Year



23Dr. Takeju Ogata poses with the beneficiaries of the APS Programme for the 2016-2017 Academic Year



24 UPEACE Rector Dr. Francisco Rojas Aravena; Mrs. Estrella Zeledón de Carazo, widow of UPEACE Founder Rodrigo Carazo; and Dr. Takeju Ogata



25Rector Francisco Rojas Aravena and Dr. Takeju Ogata



26 UPEACE Rector Dr. Francisco Rojas Aravena and Dr. Takeju Ogata pose with a portrait of UPEACE Founder, Rodrigo Carazo Odio
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Dr. Takeju Ogata is the current President of The Nippon Foundation, where he laid 
the cornerstone of the Foundation’s international cooperative efforts by directing 
the creation of bi-national foundations between Japan and Great Britain, France, the 
Scandinavian countries, and the United States as its Director of the International 
Affairs Department before rising within the organization to become its President. 
Before that, he was Director of the General Affairs Department at the Sasakawa Peace 
Foundation, where he guided its initial efforts as Director of General Affairs. There, 
he initiated and operated the Sasakawa Pacific Island Nations Fund, the Sasakawa 
Central Europe Fund, the Sasakawa Pan Asia Fund, and the Sasakawa China-Japan 
Friendship Fund.
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About the UN-mandated University for Peace

Headquartered in Costa Rica, the United Nations-mandated University for Peace was established in December 
1980 as a Treaty Organization by the UN General Assembly. As determined in the Charter of the University, the 
mission of the University for Peace is: “to provide humanity with an international institution of higher education 
for peace with the aim of promoting among all human beings the spirit of understanding, tolerance and peaceful 
coexistence, to stimulate cooperation among peoples and to help lessen obstacles and threats to world peace and 
progress, in keeping with the noble aspirations proclaimed in the Charter of the United Nations.”

To ensure academic freedom, the University was established under its own Charter, approved by the General 
Assembly. Although UPEACE is not subject to UN regulations and does not receive regular UN funding, it has 
strong links with the UN Secretariat and with the UN System as a whole. In fact, the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, currently H.E. Antonio Guterres, is the Honorary President of the University for Peace.

The wider mission of the University should be seen in the context of the worldwide peace and security objectives 
of the United Nations. The central importance of education, training and research in all their aspects to build 
the foundations of peace and progress and to reduce the prejudice and hatred on which violence, conflict and 
terrorism are based is increasingly recognized. The Charter of the University calls for UPEACE “to contribute 
to the great universal task of educating for peace by engaging in teaching, research, post-graduate training and 
dissemination of knowledge fundamental to the full development of the human person and societies through the 
interdisciplinary study of all matters related to peace”.
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