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Dr. Michaela Korodimou (Greece) 
 

Climate Adaption & Justice 

 
 
Michaela Korodimou’s research and practice exists at the intersection of human 
mobility and environmental change. Her recently completed doctoral research 
explored placemaking in displacement and was centred on an exploration of the 
entanglements of mobility and place in a changing world. Her current work looks at 
incorporating understandings of climate change into humanitarian aid contexts to 
support those facing the iterative and compounding impacts of conflict, disasters to 
adapt to the impacts of climate change in a just and inclusive way. She holds an 
MSc in Environmental Change and Management from the University of Oxford and a 
PhD in Geography from the University of Liege.   
 
Publications 
 
Korodimou, M. (2021). Precarious placemaking amongst unaccompanied refugee 
minors: three stories of connection and disconnection in Athens, Greece, Crossings: 
Journal of Migration and Culture, 12(2), 479-94. 
https://doi.org/10.1386/cjmc_00046_1 
 
Korodimou, M. (2019). The importance of access to nature for refugee wellbeing, 
Oxford Monitor of Forced Migration, 8(1), 137-157. 
 
Comberti, C., Thornton, T., Korodimou, M., Shea, M. & Ole Riamit, K. (2019), 
Adaptation and Resilience at the Margins, Environment: Science and Policy for 
Sustainable Development, 61(2), 14-
30.https://doi.org/10.1080/00139157.2019.1564213 
 
Korodimou, M. (2023). Displacement Ecologies: An alternative conceptual 
framework for navigating how to reorient ourselves to a changing Anthropocene. 
Manuscript submitted for publication. 
 



 
Korodimou, M. (2023). Bouncing Forward: How a relational understanding of sense 
of place and disaster displacement recovery can support resilience to future 
displacement events. Manuscript submitted for publication. 
 

Dr. Corinne Schuster-Wallace 
(Canada) 

 
Water Security and Peace 

 
 
Dr. Corinne Schuster-Wallace is the Executive Director of the Global Institute for 
Water Security and faculty member in the Department of Geography and Planning, 
University of Saskatchewan, Canada. Previous positions include Senior Research 
Fellow for UNU Institute for Water, Environment, and Health and the Public Health 
Agency of Canada. She founded the Women Plus Water community and is the 
inaugural Chair of Cansu Global's Science, Innovation, Technology, and Education 
(SITE) initiative. In 2023 she was recognized as a Water Shero by the Red Dot 
Foundation. Her research uses a coupled systems approach to water-related human 
health in rural, remote, and marginalised communities. Her work integrates 
university and community, different knowledge systems, and research, practice, and 
teaching. Coupling environmental and social systems provides a comprehensive 
understanding of socio-environmental determinants of health and how inequities 
and intersectionality along with knowledge, attitudes, and practices affect health 
and wellbeing. 
 
Published Papers in Refereed Journals 
 
Spence, D. S., Schuster-Wallace, C. J., & Lloyd-Smith, P. (2023). Disparities in 
economic values for nature-based activities in Canada. Ecological Economics, 205, 
107724. 
 
Pietroniro, A., Rokaya, P., Schuster-Wallace, C., & Pomeroy, J. W. (2023). 
Translating hydrology research into practice: A Canadian Perspective (No. EGU23-
4485). Copernicus Meetings. 
 
Arnal, L., Clark, M. P., Dumanski, S., Kosmas, E., Pomeroy, J. W., & Schuster-
Wallace, C. (2023). The Virtual Water Gallery: Changing Attitudes through Art (No. 
EGU23-8658). Copernicus Meetings. 



 
Arnal, L., Clark, M. P., Kosmas, E., Pomeroy, J. W., & Schuster-Wallace, C. (2022, 
December). The Art-Water-Climate Connection: Changing Attitudes through Art. In 
Fall Meeting 2022. AGU. 
 
Roy, J., Prakash, A., Some, S., Singh, C., Bezner Kerr, R., Caretta, M. A., ... & 
Tandon, I. (2022). Synergies and trade-offs between climate change adaptation 
options and gender equality: a review of the global literature. Humanities and Social 
Sciences Communications, 9(1). 
 
Lucier, K. J., Dickson-Anderson, S. E., Skead, D., Skead, K., Kosmas, E., & 
Schuster-Wallace, C. J. (2022). ‘That water out there is no damn good for 
anybody’: Experiences with declining water quality in a First Nation community. 
Canadian Water Resources Journal/Revue canadienne des ressources hydriques, 1-
15. 
 
Schuster-Wallace, C. J., Dickson-Anderson, S. E., Papalexiou, S. M., & Ganzouri, A. 
E. (2022). Design and Application of the Tank Simulation Model (TSM): Assessing 
the Ability of Rainwater Harvesting to Meet Domestic Water Demand. Journal of 
Environmental Informatics, 40(1). 
 
Apatinga, G. A., Schuster‐Wallace, C. J., & Dickson‐Anderson, S. E. (2022). A 
conceptual framework for gender and climate mainstreaming to mitigate water 
inaccessibility in rural sub‐Saharan Africa. Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Water, 
9(4), e1591. 
 
Tandon, I., Wallace, C., Caretta, M. A., Vij, S., & Irvine, A. (2022). Urban water 
insecurity and its gendered impacts: on the gaps in climate change adaptation and 
Sustainable Development Goals. Climate and Development, 1-12. 
 
Nath, B. D., Schuster-Wallace, C. J., & Dickson-Anderson, S. E. (2022). Headwater-
to-consumer drinking water security assessment framework and associated 
indicators for small communities in high-income countries. Water Resources 
Management, 36(3), 805-834. 
 
Nouvet, E., Hunt, M., Krishnaraj, G., Schuster-Wallace, C., Bernard, C., Elit, L., ... & 
Schwartz, L. (2022). Unpacking the “Oughtness” of Palliative Care in Humanitarian 
Crises: Moral Logics and What Is at Stake?. Health Care in Contexts of Risk, 
Uncertainty, and Hybridity, 179-200. 
 



 

M.A. Kifah Sasa (Costa Rica) 
 

Development Studies and 
International Cooperation 

 

 
 
MA Kifah Sasa is Sustainable Development Program Officer for the United Nations 
Development Programme in Costa Rica. Since 2009 he works as senior advisor for 
the Green Commodities Programme, Kifah has worked for social development and 
the environment for 17 years in different roles. From setting up and leading NGOs 
to support community organizations on a voluntary basis; to advising Central 
American Ministers of Social Integration, Housing and Health on the management of 
regional projects, as part of the Central American Integration System. He has 
worked for the United Nations Development Programme, managing projects related 
to biodiversity conservation, marine protected areas, environmental economics, 
sustainable production of agricultural commodities and democratic dialogue.     
  

Dr. Bryan González (Costa Rica) 
 

Geopolitics and Geoeconomics in 
the 21st Century 

 
Urban Sustainability 

Photo not available 

 
Bryan González Hernández has a PhD in Latin American Studies with emphasis in 
Latin American Thought. He also has a master’s degree in Latin American Studies in 
Culture and Development as well as a B.A. in International Relations with emphasis 
in Foreign Policy and Diplomacy. His research has focused on topics such as Critical 
Studies of Development and Climate Change; Security and Geopolitics; 
International and Latin American Politics. Has worked as coordinator of a master's 
program in Latin American Studies at the National University of Costa Rica; 
professor in public and private universities in Costa Rica; and as associate 
researcher in national and international research centres, such as Latinia – 
Observatory of Latin America in Spain and the Centre for Studies on Geopolitics and 
Foreign Affairs in Brazil.  He also worked on an educational and research project on 



 
socio-environmental issues called Escuela de la Tierra, while collaborating in the 
promotion of environmental education for a Wildlife Refuge in southern Costa Rica 
 
Peer-reviewed Journals 
 
González, B. (2021). Argos Panoptes. Or the Matter, Form and Power of the State in 
the Context of Global Collapse. In Nuestra Praxis Journal. ISSN: 2594-2727. Volume 
5, Number 9 (2021). July-December 2021. Mexico City, Mexico: ANEICJ. Pp. 128-
145. (In Spanish) 
 
González, Bryan. (2017). The bio/geopolitical construction of the National Security 
Doctrines. In Cadernos do CIM. ISSN: 2526-5318. Year I. Volume I. issue I, 
January-June 2017. Mercosur Integration Center. Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. Pp. 61-
79. (In Spanish) 
 
González, Bryan. (2016) Mesoamerica as a mortal space. Strategic Dependence and 
bio geopolitics of chaos. In Intellector Journal, ISSN: 1807-1260. Year XII, Volume 
XIII, issue 25. June-December 2016. CENEGRI: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Pp. 115-129. 
(In Spanish). 
 
González, Bryan. (2012) The geopolitical reconfiguration of Mesoamerica. In 
Intellector Journal, ISSN: 1808-0529. Year IX, Volume IX, issue 17, July-December 
2012, CENEGRI: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Pp. 97-133 (In Spanish). 
 
González, Bryan. (2011). Central America ambush. The geostrategic situation of the 
region in the 21st century. In Temas de Nuestra América, ISSN: 0259-2339. 
Volume 27, issue 50. IDELA-UNA: Heredia, Costa Rica. Pp. 93-120. (In Spanish). 
 
González, Bryan. (2010) Political thought in modernity. In Praxis Journal, ISSN: 
2215-3659. Issue 64-65. School of Philosophy-UNA: Heredia, Costa Rica. Pp. 145-
159. (In Spanish) 
 
González, B. (2005). Book review: “Global Terrorism” by Fernando Reinares]. In 
Relaciones Internacionales Journal, issue 69. School of International Relations-UNA, 
Heredia, Costa Rica. (In Spanish). 
 
Books 
 
González, B (2013). The Reconfiguration of Mesoamerica: A Theoretical Approach. 
Heredia, Costa Rica: IDELA-EUNA. (In Spanish). 
 
González, B. (2009). Beyond the Free Trade: Essential Security]. Heredia, Costa 
Rica: CIDCSO-UNA. (In Spanish). 
 



 
González, B. (2005). On Pre-emptive War. Heredia, Costa Rica: UNA. (In Spanish) 
  
Chapters in books 
 
González, B. (2024) Liquid Mesoamerica. Hydro-strategic importance of the region 
in the plutogenic era. En Sylvester, O., Ramin, C. & Breitling, J. (Eds). Water 
Emergency: Case Studies and Global Perspectives. Costa Rica: University for Peace 
Press (In press). (In English) 
 
González, B. (2022). The Monroe Doctrine of the 21st century. The destruction of 
Mesoamerica as part of the U.S. imperial project for a collapsing world]. In 
Formento, W; González, E; Schulz, J. Global Crisis and Geopolitics. Thinking and 
building multipolarism and pluriversalism for a new world order. Buenos Aires, 
Argentina: CIEPE/ International Observatory of the Crisis (In Spanish). 
 
González, Bryan. (2017). Iuricide and Total War: threats to the new Latin American 
constitutionalism and legal pluralism. In Albuquerque, A; Pereira, M; de Ávila, F. 
(Editors). Democracy, peace process and disarmament. Florianópolis, Brazil: 
CONPEDI. (In Spanish). 
 
González, Bryan. (2010). Geopolitics of Free Trade. In Pennaforte, Charles; Luigi, 
Ricardo. (Editors). Geopolitical Perspectives. A contemporary approach. Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil: Cenegri Edições. (In Portuguese). 
 
González, Bryan; Saxe, Eduardo. (2009). World Collapse and the new Nomos of the 
Earth]. In de Sá, Alcindo. (Editor). In the geographies of violence... the rebirth of 
spaces of civility? Recife, Brazil: CCS-UFPE. (In Spanish) 
 

LL.M. Mary Little (United States) 
 

Social Research Methods 

 
 
Mary Little LL.M. is an associate professor at the Center for Sustainable 
Development Studies, School for Field Studies (SFS), in Costa Rica. She also 
teaches Social Research Methods and Sustainable Tourism at the University for 
Peace. Before teaching, Mary studied human rights law advocated for the legal 



 
rights of refugees and women experiencing domestic violence. These experiences 
with advocacy have informed her social justice approach to research and teaching. 
Her research explores community-driven waste solutions, responsible tourism and 
regenerative food initiatives. Currently, she is focused on agrotourism as a 
mechanism for climate adaptation and the links between tourism, food security and 
social-solidarity movements for her Ph.D. research.   
 

MLS Alancay Morales (Costa Rica) 
 

Indigenous Perspectives on 
Environment and Development 

(Part I) 

 
   
Alancay is a Brunka Indigenous person. He has worked and specialized on issues 
related to indigenous peoples’ human rights and development. He is the Global 
Advocacy Coordinator for Indigenous Peoples Rights International. His experience 
also includes advocating before international institutions such as the United Nations, 
the Organization of American States, the World Bank; and working on the ground 
with indigenous peoples in the Americas, Asia, Europe, and Greenland.  
  

Dr. Luis Esteban Vargas (Costa 
Rica) 

 
Ecology Research Methods 

 
Citizen Science Statistics 

 
 
Dr. Luis E. Vargas-Castro is a tropical biologist whose current research combines 
ecology and conservation technology. He has ample experience in field ecology, 
wildlife monitoring and bioacoustics. Luis has worked on various research projects 
since 2008 and has a keen interest in data analysis, making science more accessible 
for all and developing projects with meaningful impacts on biodiversity 
conservation. Luis graduated from the University of Costa Rica with a B.Sc. in 
Biology and an advanced Bachelor’s Degree in Zoology. He later obtained a Ph.D. in 
Biology at the University of Miami, FL. He has received professional training at the 
Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute (Panama), Cornell Lab of Ornithology (USA) 
and Organization for Tropical Studies (Costa Rica), among others. His work has 



 
been published in diverse research articles on behaviour, ornithology and ecology. 
Also, Luis worked as Assistant Editor at Revista de Biología Tropical (International 
Journal of Tropical Biology and Conservation) for two years and has taught in 
different courses of animal behaviour, ecology and tropical biology in Costa Rica and 
USA. He also currently works as a Researcher at Universidad Estatal a Distancia 
(UNED) and does consultancy work for ecology, wildlife monitoring and conservation 
research projects.  
  
Publications 
 
Vargas-Castro, LE & PB Newcombe. 2019. Epiphyte bromeliads in mangroves as 
nectar resources for the Mangrove Hummingbird (Amazilia boucardi), an 
endangered species.  
 
Zeledonia 23: 38-43. Sánchez, NV, LE Vargas-Castro & G Barrantes. 2018. Nestling 
feeding and notes of parental care in Clay-colored Thrush (Turdus grayi): the role of 
females and males. The Wilson Journal of Ornithology 130: 437-444. Vargas-Castro, 
LE. 2017. Ecology and evolution of soft song, a complex behavior, in Turdus 
thrushes. Ph.D. Dissertation (Hon.), University of Miami, Coral Gables, FL, USA.  
 
Vargas-Castro, LE, L Sandoval & WA Searcy. 2017. Eavesdropping avoidance and 
sound propagation: the acoustic structure of soft song. Animal Behaviour 134: 113-
121.  
 
Troyo, A, RD Moreira-Soto, O Calderón-Arguedas, C Mata-Somarribas, J Ortiz-Tello, 
ARM Barbieri, A Avendaño, LE Vargas-Castro, MB Labruna, L Hun & L Taylor. 2016. 
Detection of rickettsiae in fleas and ticks from areas of Costa Rica with history of 
spotted fever group rickettsioses. Ticks and Tick-Borne Diseases 7: 1128-1134.  
 
Vargas-Castro, LE, NV Sánchez & G Barrantes. 2015. Song plasticity over time and 
vocal learning in clay-colored thrushes. 2015. Animal Cognition 18: 1113-1123. Uy, 
JAC & LE  
 
Vargas-Castro. 2015. Island size predicts the frequency of melanic birds in the 
color-polymorphic Monarcha castaneiventris flycatcher of the Solomon Islands. The 
Auk: Ornithological Advances 132: 787-794.  
 
Vargas-Castro, LE. 2015. Spatial pattern of syllable sharing in white-throated 
thrushes: implications for song learning and dispersal behaviours. Behaviour 152: 
775-795. Sánchez, NV,  
LE Vargas-Castro, G Avalos & F Paniagua. 2014. Effect of prey availability on the 
abundance of White‐breasted Wood‐Wrens, insectivorous birds of tropical lowland 
forests. Journal of Field Ornithology 85: 347-354.  
 



 
Vargas-Castro, LE. 2013. Song plasticity in the Clay-colored Thrush Turdus grayi 
within and between breeding seasons. Licenciatura in Zoology Thesis (Hon.), 
University of Costa Rica, San Jose, Costa Rica. [in Spanish]  
 
Sánchez, NV, LE Vargas-Castro, A Sánchez & M Amador. 2013. Richness and 
abundance of diurnal butterflies, dung beetles and plants in organic and 
conventional crops of three Costa Rican regions. Cuadernos de Investigación UNED / 
UNED Research Journal 5: 249-259. [in Spanish]  
 
Vargas-Castro, LE, NV Sánchez & G Barrantes. 2012. Repertoire size and syllable 
sharing in the song of the Clay-colored Thrush (Turdus grayi). The Wilson Journal of 
Ornithology 124: 446-453.  
 
Troyo, A, O Calderón-Arguedas, G Alvarado, LE Vargas-Castro & A Avendaño. 2012. 
Ectoparasites of dogs in the home environment of the Caribbean slope, Costa Rica. 
Revista Brasileira de Parasitologia Veterinária 21: 179-183. 
 
Vargas, LE, NV Sánchez & G. Avalos. 2011. Forest structure and territory size 
relationship in the neotropical understorey insectivore Henicorhina leucosticta. 
Journal of Tropical Ecology 27: 65-72 
 

Natalie V. Sánchez (Costa Rica) 
 

Ecology of Birds 

 
  
Dr. Natalie V. Sánchez is a Costa Rican behavioural ecologist interested in Animal 
Communication and Bioacoustics. Natalie has experience in ecological research, 
statistics, and animal behaviour. She obtained her bachelor’s degree in biology at 
the University of Costa Rica where she began her interest in the ecology and 
behaviour of birds. Natalie obtained a Master's degree in Conservation and Wildlife 
Management from the National University of Costa Rica and a Ph.D. in Ecology from 
the University of Alberta, Canada. Since 2012 Natalie has worked in different 
education programs in Costa Rican and Canada teaching courses for Costa Ricans, 
US, and Canadian students, including tropical ecology and statistics courses at 
university level. Natalie is currently working as a Postdoctoral Researcher at the 
University of Windsor, Canada, studying resident and migratory birds in Costa Rica 



 
in collaboration with the non-profit organization Guanacaste Dry Forest 
Conservation Fund.  
 
Publications 
 
Sánchez, N.V., Vargas-Valverde, I., Espejo-Uribe M.J., and D.J. Mennill. Male and 
female tropical wrens vary their vocal behaviour 
when local density changes: a multi-speaker density experiment (In revision 
Behavioral Ecology) 
 
Sánchez, N.V. and D.J. Mennill. Behavioural consequences of conspecific density: a 
systematic literature review of the effects of neighbours on avian vocal 
communication (In revision Journal of Ornithology) 
 
Sánchez, N.V, K. Bonilla-Badilla, and C.A. Estevo. Precipitation explains Wood 
Thrush (Hylocichla mustelina) occupancy patterns in Northern Costa Rica. (Accepted 
Revista de Biología Tropical) 
 
Sánchez, N.V., B. Hilje, and E.M. Bayne. 2022. Lincoln’s Sparrow increases singing 
rate in areas with chronic industrial noise. Ibis, 165: 944-958. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/ibi.13174 
 
Sánchez, N.V., L. Sandoval, R.W. Hedley, C.C. St Clair, and E.M. Bayne. 2022. 
Relative importance for Lincoln’s Sparrow (Melospizalincolnii) occupancy of 
vegetation type versus noise caused by industrial development. Frontiers in Ecology 
and Evolution, 10:810087. https://doi.org/10.3389/fevo.2022.810087 
 
Sánchez, N.V., B. Hilje, and E.M. Bayne. Does vegetation structure shape the 
acoustic features of Lincoln’s Sparrow songs? (In prep). 
 
Sherry, T.W., C. Kent, N.V. Sánchez, and C. Sekercioglu. 2020. Special Feature - 
Neotropical Ornithology - Insectivorous birds in the Neotropics: ecological 
radiations, specialization, and coexistence in species-rich communities. The Auk 
137(4):1-27. https://doi.org/10.1093/auk/ukaa049 
 
Hannah, K.C., Bayne E.M, and Sánchez, N.V. 2020. First description of the structure 
and geographic patterns in the songs of the Connecticut Warbler (Oporornis agilis). 
The Wilson Journal of Ornithology, 132(3): 598-607. https://doi.org/10.1676/19-
104 
Hilje, B, N.V. Sánchez, E.M. Bayne, and A. Sánchez-Azofeifa. 2020. Bird 
assemblage recovery in a chronosequence of tropical dry forest in Costa Rica. 
Forest 11(6): 629. https://doi.org/10.3390/f11060629 
 



 
Sánchez, N. V., L.E. Vargas-Castro, and G. Barrantes. 2018. Nestling feeding, nest 
success, and notes on parental care in Clay-colored Thrush (Turdus grayi): the role 
of females and males. The Wilson Journal of Ornithology 130(2): 437-444. 
https://doi.org/10.1676/17-002.1 
 
Vargas-Castro, L.E., N. V. Sánchez, and G. Barrantes. 2015. Song plasticity over 
time and vocal learning in clay-colored thrushes. Animal Cognition 18: 1113-1123. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10071-015-0883-z 
 
Hilje, B. and N.V. Sánchez. 2015 Incilius melanochlorus and Craugastor mimus: 
Body gigantism. Mesoamerican Herpetology 2: 330-332. 
 
Sánchez, N.V., L.E. Vargas-Castro, G. Avalos, and F. Paniagua. 2014. Effect of prey 
availability on the abundance of White-breasted 
 
Wood-Wrens, insectivorous birds of tropical lowland forests. Journal of Field 
Ornithology 85(4): 347-354. https://doi.org/10.1111/jofo.12074 
 
Sánchez, N.V., and D.A. Martínez-Cascante. 2014. Patrones de forrajeo del cuyeo 
(Nyctidromus albicollis) en noches de luna, Palo Verde, Costa Rica. Zeledonia 18: 
18-27. 
 
Sánchez, N.V., L.E. Vargas-Castro, A. Sánchez, and M. Amador. 2013. Riqueza y 
abundancia de mariposas diurnas, escarabajos coprófagos y plantas en cultivos 
orgánicos y convencionales de tres regiones de Costa Rica. UNED Research Journal 
5(2): 249-259. https://doi.org/10.22458/urj.v5i2.296 
 
Vargas-Castro, L.E., N.V. Sánchez, and G. Barrantes. 2012. Repertoire size and 
syllable sharing in the song of the Clay-colored Thrush (Turdus grayi). The Wilson 
Journal of Ornithology 124(3): 446–453. https://doi.org/10.1676/11-044.1 
 
Vargas-Castro, L.E., N.V. Sánchez, and G. Avalos. 2011. Forest structure and 
territory size relationship in the neotropical understorey insectivore Henicorhina 
leucosticta. Journal of Tropical Ecology 27(1): 65-72. 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S026646741000060X 
 
Castro Peinador, G., F. J. Chavarría-Ñamendi, J. C. de la Cruz Godoy, C. Gelabert, 
D. Martínez Cascante, W. C. Paniagua Palacios, N. V. 
 
Sánchez, K. D. Sibaja y A. Tejeda Tellez. 2010. Impacto antrópico en el Manto 
Acuífero Barva (Heredia, Costa Rica) con énfasis en el uso del suelo (1992-2006). 
UNED Research Journal 3(1): 71-80. https://doi.org/10.22458/urj.v3i1.208 
  



 

Maria Rita Borba (Brazil) 
 

Development and Conflict in 
Practice: Role and Application of 

Sustainability Frameworks in 
Development Projects 

 
 
Maria Rita Manzano Borba has over 15 years of diverse professional and academic 
experience. During this period, her interests and work have focused on the 
intersection of development, natural resources, and conflict. Maria Rita has worked 
across geographies and developed solid multi-cultural communication skills to 
engage and consult with the public and private sectors, local communities and 
international organizations in dynamic and complex environments.  She has worked 
for consulting companies, think tanks, extractive industries, and international 
organizations such as the UNHCR and IFC. Her skills and experience include conflict 
resolution and negotiation, facilitation, stakeholder engagement and dialogue 
processes, social risks and impact assessment, resettlement and livelihood 
restoration, social and environmental safeguards, and diversity and inclusion. Maria 
Rita holds two Master degrees, in Law and Diplomacy from the Fletcher School at 
Tufts University, and in Human Geography from the University of Sao Paulo. A 
Brazilian national, Maria Rita grew up in Brazil, studied in the USA, and lived and 
worked in Southern Africa, and Southeast Asia.   
  

Bipasha Baruah (Canada) 
 

Gender, Environment, and 
Development 

 
 
Bipasha Baruah is Professor and Canada Research Chair in Global Women’s Issues 
at Western  University. Professor Baruah earned a PhD in environmental studies 
from York University, Toronto. She specializes in interdisciplinary research at the 
intersections of gender, economy, environment, and development. Most of her 



 
current research aims to understand how to ensure that a global low-carbon 
economy will be more gender equitable and socially just than its fossil-fuel based 
predecessor. Author of a book and more than 100 peer-reviewed articles, book 
chapters, and other works, Professor Baruah serves frequently as an expert 
reviewer and advisor to Canadian and intergovernmental environmental protection 
and international development organizations.   
 
Peer-reviewed Monograph 
 
Baruah, B. 2010. Women and Property in Urban India. Vancouver: UBC Press. 
Peer-reviewed Journal Articles (Current and former graduate student co-authors’ 
names are bolded and underlined) 
 
Pienaah, C., Baruah, B. and I. Luginaah. 2024. Women’s perspectives on addressing 
the decline of Shea trees in Northern Ghana. GeoJournal. 89(9): 1-15. 
 
Bandauko, E., Baruah, B. and G. Arku. 2023. Gender and appropriation of public 
space in Harare’s contested central city area. Gender, Place and Culture. DOI: 
10.1080/0966369X.2023.2294258 
 
Najjar, D. and B. Baruah. 2023. “Even the goats feel the heat:” gender, livestock 
rearing, rangeland cultivation, and climate change adaptation in Tunisia. Climate 
and Development. DOI: 10.1080/17565529.2023.2253773 
 
Baruah, B. and S. Biskupski-Mujanovic. 2023. Indigenous Women’s Employment in 
Natural Resource Industries in Canada. Women’s Studies International Forum 99: 
102784. 
 
Baada, J., B. Baruah and I. Luginaah. 2023. Limit(ation)s, sustainability, and the 
future of climate migration. Dialogues in Human Geography.. DOI: 
10.1177/20438206231177071 
 
Baruah, B. and C. Gaudet. 2022. Creating and Optimizing Employment 
Opportunities for Women in the Clean Energy Sector in Canada. Journal of Canadian 
Studies 56(2): 240-270. 
 
Ragetlie, R., D. Najjar and B. Baruah. 2021. Paying “Lip Service” to Gender 
Equality: The Hollow Implementation of Gender Mainstreaming in Jordan. Civil 
Society Review 5: 18-45. 
 
Baada, J., Baruah, B., Sano, Y. & I. Luginaah. 2021. Mothers in a 'Strange Land': 
Migrant Women Farmers' Reproductive Health in the Brong-Ahafo Region of Ghana. 
Journal of Health Care for the Poor and Underserved 32(2): 910-930. 



 
Martel, A., Reilly-King, F. and B. Baruah. 2021. Next Generation of Knowledge 
Partnerships for Global Development. Introduction. Canadian Journal of 
Development Studies DOI: 10.1080/02255189.2021.1919065 
 
Baruah, Bipasha and S. Biskupski-Mujanovic. 2021. Navigating sticky floors and 
glass ceilings: Barriers and opportunities for women’s employment in natural 
resources industries in Canada. Natural Resources Forum DOI: 10.1111/1477-
8947.12216 
 
Baada, J., Baruah, B. and I. Luginaah. 2020. Looming crisis – changing climatic 
conditions in Ghana’s breadbasket: the experiences of agrarian migrants. 
Development in Practice DOI: 10.1080/09614524.2020.1854184 
 
Najjar, D., Baruah, B. and A. El Garhi. 2020. Gender and Asset Ownership in the 
Old and New Lands of Egypt. Feminist Economics, DOI: 
10.1080/13545701.2020.1743877 
 
Apsani, R., Baruah, B. and J.M. Shaw. 2019. “Just One of Many Donors:” Canada 
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